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Here: Raggiana bird 
of paradise male 
displaying to female, 
Papua New Guinea
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1AUSTRALASIA

Where: Mount Hagen, Papua New Guinea.

When: September and October are good 
months to view displaying birds. 

Contact: Green Tours, Tel: 01298 83 563; 
www.greentours.co.uk

Colourful courtship displays provide many 
of the world’s greatest avian spectacles, 

but which bird gets your vote for going the 
extra mile? James Parry helps you decide 

with his selection of the most beautiful 
mating rituals on Earth

TOP 10 DISPLAYING BIRDS
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2ANTARCTICA

3AUSTRALASIA
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Where: Albatross and Prion Islands,  
South Georgia

When: Birds are usually displaying at their 
nesting sites in October and November. 

Contact: Birdquest Tours, Tel: 01254 826 317; 
www.birdquest-tours.com
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4ASIA

Where: Arfak Mountains, West Papua, Indonesia. 

When: Throughout the year. Vogelkop bowerbirds are fairly common in the mountain 
forests here, but a guide is essential. 

Contact: Papua Bird Club, info@papuabirdclub.com; www.papuabirdclub.com

Where: Royal National Park, New South 
Wales, Australia. 

When: April to September is usually best. 

Contact: Sunbird Tours, Tel: 01767 262 522; 
http://sunbirdtours.co.uk

TOP 10 DISPLAYING BIRDS
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6NORTH AMERICA

Where: Near Woodward,  
Oklahoma, USA.  

When: Late March and April. The 
Oklahoma Audubon Council organises 
trips to view Lesser and Greater Prairie-
chickens at their leks. 

Contact: Lek Treks, Tel: (+1) 918-809-
6325; http://lektreks.org

5AFRICA 

Where: Lake Bogoria, Kenya. 

When: All year round, but flamingo numbers 
can fluctuate wildly from month to month 
depending on food supply and water levels. 

Contact: Theobald Barber, Tel: 0207 723 
5858; www.theobaldbarber.com
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8NORTH AMERICA

7EUROPE Where: Kiskunság National Park, Hungary. 

When: April and May. The Kiskunság 
steppes are home to several hundred great 
bustards, one of the greatest 
concentrations in Europe and at its most 
dramatic during the spring lek. 

Contact: Eco Tours, Tel: (+36) 030 645 
9318; www.ecoutours.hu
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BLACK GROUSE (Tetrao tetrix)
For a truly theatrical performance, it’s hard to beat 
black grouse at their lek in April and May. The 
males compete fiercely with one another to hold 
centre stage, their red eye combs inflated and 
their tails fanned out, with white under-tail 
coverts gleaming and a remarkable bubbling vocal 

accompaniment.
Where: Coed Llandegla, Denbighshire

www.coedllandegla.com

BRITAIN’S BIGGEST SHOW-OFFS

TOP 10 DISPLAYING BIRDS
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Where: Everglades National Park,  
Florida, USA. 

When: March and April are the best time 
to see displaying birds, with several 
thousand birds nesting in colonies across 
the Everglades. 

Contact: Everglades Birding, Tel: (+1) 954 
319 1849;  www.evergladesbirding.com

NIGHTJAR (Caprimulgus europaeus)
Head to the heaths at dusk in June for one of the 
great sights and sounds of high summer. The 
bizarre nocturnal churring of the male nightjar is 
actually his song, delivered from a perch before he 
sets off on a jerky territorial display flight, his 
white wing and tail patches flickering like 

semaphore in the gloom.
Where: Studland and Godlingston Heath, Dorset

www.naturalengland.org.uk

FIRECREST (Regulus ignicapillus)
For what it may lack in size, the diminutive firecrest 
certainly makes up for in personality. From early 
March onwards, the brightly coloured males are 
busy establishing territories, delivering their 
subtle but persistent song from choice positions 
and flashing their vivid crests to intimidate rivals 

and attract a mate.
Where: Lynford Arboretum, Norfolk

www.forestry.gov.uk

GOLDENEYE (Bucephala clangula)
From December to March male goldeneyes look 

their very best, using their pristine plumage and 
complex courtship displays to impress females. 
Particularly spectacular are their ‘head-throwing’ 
antics, in which they bob their head up and  
down and then lay it back over their wings, bill 

pointing skywards. 
Where: RSPB Loch Garten, Highland

www.rspb.org.uk

COMMON SNIPE (Gallinago gallinago)
In the most dramatic spring display of any British 
wader, male snipe fly up and circle above their 
territory before plummeting towards the ground 
at high speed. The passage of air through the 
specially adapted outer feathers of their tail 
creates a resonant drumming sound, which can 
carry for up to a kilometre.

Where: Wheldrake Ings, North Yorkshire
www.ywt.org.uk
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9SOUTH AMERICA

Where: Huembo Reserve, Amazonas, Peru. 

When: All year, but usually best between November to March. 
Huembo is the prime location for observing this endangered 
species. 

Contact: Naturetrek, Tel: 01962 733 051; www.naturetrek.co.uk

10ASIA

Where: Kushiro Shitsugen National Park, 
Hokkaido, Japan. 

When: Cranes are most active December to 
March, when excellent views are possible as 
they gather at winter feeding stations. 

Contact: Heatherlea, Tel: 01479 821 248; 
www.heatherlea.co.uk

TOP 10 DISPLAYING BIRDS
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Find out more about the 
courtship habits of birds 
in James Parry’s book, 
The Mating Lives of 
Birds, published by New 
Holland, priced £19.99, 
from all good 
bookshops. Visit  
www.newholland 
publishers.com
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