
promising introductions
Just when we all thought that there might be time to 

catch our breath, Abu Dhabi has upped the stakes on 
the art front yet again. The UAE capital prepares for a 

new art fair – Abu Dhabi’s very own Abu Dhabi Art. 

preview
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      he announcement in September that a “new model art 

      fair” would be held in the UAE capital city in November took 

even the most seasoned arts-watchers by surprise. Scheduled 

over four days, 19–22 November, the new Abu Dhabi Art fair 

will be held at the Emirates Palace Hotel and promises to be 

one of the most innovative and dynamic events of its type ever 

held in the region. Last year’s incarnation of artparis-AbuDhabi 

prompted widespread discussion and an evaluation of how 

best the Contemporary art scene could be promoted in the 

UAE in future and, in particular, what more could be done to 

showcase and promote home-grown talent. From the ensuing 

debate, the inaugural edition of Abu Dhabi Art was born.

The fair is being organised jointly by the Tourism 

Development & Investment Company (TDIC) and Abu 

Dhabi Authority for Culture & Heritage (ADACH) under the 

patronage of His Highness General Sheikh Mohammed Bin 

Zayed Al-Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 

Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces. Aspirations 

are high, according to HE Sheikh Sultan Bin Tahnoon Al-

Nahyan, Chairman of TDIC and ADACH: “Abu Dhabi Art will 

be a compelling new cultural offering, providing Emiratis and 

visitors with a refreshingly different experience of Modern and 

Contemporary art.” The tone established for the new fair – 

Left: Joan Miró. Joie d’une Fillette Devant le Soleil (Joy of a Little Girl in Front of the Sun). 1960. Oil 
on canvas. 130 x 162 cm. Courtesy Maeght Gallery Photo/Successio Miró/ADAGP Paris.
Right: Samir Sayegh. Variations on the Word ‘Allah’. 2009. Acrylic and gold leaf on canvas. 100 x 100 
cm (each). Courtesy Agial Gallery, Beirut.

First prize: Aurea TV and an Ambisound Home Theatre 
Second prize: Tallboy Home Theatre System 

Terms and Conditions:
Winners will be selected randomly and will be notified via E-mail and telephone.

Entrants must be 18 years of age and above.

Don’t miss your chance to win a Philips Aurea TV  
with a perfectly matching Ambisound Home Theatre and a 
Philips 5.1 ch Tallboy Home Theatre system model HTS980

Subscribe to Canvas before 1 January 2010 and enter a draw to win:

139



“boutique-style” – is interesting, insofar as it appears to signal 

a clear intention to extend the appeal of the event to a wider 

audience than just art aficionados.

The infrastructure set up to support the fair looks 

impressive. It includes a Host Committee chaired by Her 

Highness Sheikha Salama Bint Hamdan Al-Nahyan, wife of 

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed Al-Nahyan, and 

an International Patrons Committee of celebrated figures 

drawn from the worlds of 

Modern and Contemporary 

art. A special group will 

also focus on developing a 

cadre of young collectors, an 

essential area of activity if the 

UAE’s ambitious programme 

of cultural development is to 

prove truly sustainable. There 

will be a firm focus on Middle 

Eastern art, with an exhibition 

of works by the region’s artists 

– entitled Disorientation II and 

to be curated by Sharjah 

Biennial Artistic Director, 

Jack Persekian – as well 

as a showcase of works by 

leading Middle Eastern galleries and the Emirati Expressions 

(see Canvas Volume 5, Issue 2) booth, a space dedicated to 

Emirati artists and curated by Anne Baldassari of the Musée 

National Picasso in Paris. Meanwhile, the Bidoun Library and 

Project Space promises an interactive multimedia archive of 

Contemporary art from the region, including rare books and 

catalogues, film, video and sound artworks.

The fair’s main show will feature 40 top galleries from 

around the world. Although some of these will be exhibiting in 

the region for the first time, the roll-call of attendees includes 

several established names who are returning to the UAE for 

the second or third time in some cases. As one Europe-based 

gallerist explained, “Abu Dhabi is now a firm fixture in the art 

world calendar. The scene here is moving ahead so fast, and 

we consider it important to be here, to show our works and 

forge relationships with the growing arts constituency in the 

region. It’s as much about networking as sales.”

The impressive programme also includes Beyond, 

an outdoor sculpture and installation show, as well as an 

exhibition in collaboration with the Guggenheim Museum. An 

associated panel discussion entitled From Private to Public: 

Patronage and the Museum  

in the Modern Era focuses on 

an area in which Abu Dhabi 

is currently pre-eminent 

and should provide an 

opportunity to explore some 

of the issues, both prosaic 

and more philosophical, that 

are involved in developing 

the Emirate as a cultural hub 

for the wider world.

A welcome aspect of 

Abu Dhabi Art is the fair’s 

clear focus on the field 

of Contemporary design. 

So long the bridesmaid of 

Contemporary art, design 

is being given a distinct – and long overdue – voice of its 

own through a series of what promise to be really innovative 

‘firsts’ for the UAE. These include day-long workshops in 

collaboration with Germany’s Vitra Design Museum and led 

by Contemporary designers Max Lamb, Maarten Baas and 

Sevil Peach, as well as Design Moment, open studios in which 

cutting-edge designers from the UAE will create new forms 

based on local traditions, techniques and materials. It is this 

blend of old and new that is fast becoming a signature theme 

for Abu Dhabi and the UAE generally, and which promises to 

be one of the most insightful aspects of the new fair.  

For more information visit www.artsabudhabi.ae 

preview

“Abu Dhabi Art will be a 
compelling new cultural 

offering, providing 
Emiratis and visitors with 
a refreshingly different 

experience of Modern and 
Contemporary art.” – HE 

Sheikh Sultan Bin Tahnoon 
Al-Nahyan, Chairman of 

TDIC and ADACH
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